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tectable amounts of psilocin (4). Since psilocin 
is known to possess psychotropic activity fol- 
lowing ingestion, Psilocybe baeocystis must be 
added to  the ever increasing list of hallucinogenic 
mushrooms ( 5 ) .  It is the second such species 
whose reported distribution is restricted t o  the 
northwestern United States (3). 
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examined chromatographically, essentially as 
described by Tyler ( 3 ) .  Solvent systems em- 
ployed included water-saturated n-butanol, n- 
butanol : acetic acid : water (4 : 1 : 5 ) ,  and n-pro- 
panol: 1 N ammonia (5: 1). In all three of these 
systems, a compound was detected by spraying 
with 2% p-dimethylaminobenzaldehyde in 1 N 
hydrochloric acid (blue-violet color) and with 
Pauly's reagent (orange-red color). It had a n  
R, value identical with reference psilocin and did 
not separate from that compound when spotted 
in admixture. Tryptophan was also identified 
on t h e  chromatograms by its characteristic R,  
value and the color formed with the p-dimethyl- 
aminobenzaldehyde reagent, but psilocybin could 
not be detected. 

Failure t o  detect psilocybin is remarkable in  
that  it is more stable than psilocin and has been 
found in  every hallucinogenic Psilocybe species 
which has been investigated for its presence, 
although it is not always accompanied by de- 
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